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by the Archduke. This was the report most widely spread.
Others went further. In these M. <TOrl<5ans was accused of
nothing less than of intending to divorce himself from Madame
la Duchesse d'OrMans, as having been married to her by force;
of intending to marry the sister of the Empress (widow of
Charles II.), and of mounting with her upon the Spanish throne;
to marry Madame d'Argenton, as the Queen Dowager was
sure to have no children, and finally, to poison Madame
d'Orldans.

Meanwhile the reply from Spain came not. The King and
Monseigneur treated M. d'Orldans with a coldness which made
him sorely ill at ease; the majority of the courtiers, following
this example, withdrew from him. He was left almost alone.

I learnt at last from M. d'Orlcans how far he was deserving
of public censure, and what had given colouring to the reports
spread against him. He admitted to me, that several of the
Spanish grandees had persuaded him that it was not possible
the King of Spain could stand, and had proposed to him to
hasten his fall, and take his place; that he had rejected this
proposition with indignation, but had been induced to promise,
that if Philip V. fell of himself, without hope of rising, he would
not object to mount the vacant throne, believing that by so
doing he would be doing good to our King, by preserving Spain
to his house.

As soon as I heard this, I advised him to make a clean

breast of it to the King, and to ask his pardon for having acted

in this matter without his orders and without his knowledge.

He thought iny advice good, and acted upon it.   But the King

was too much under the influence of the enemies of M. d'Or-

l(5ana, to listen favourably to what was said to him.   The facts

of the case, too, were much against M. d'Orlcans.    Both Ilonaut

and Flotte had been entrusted with his secret. The former had

openly leagued himself with the enemies of Madame des Ursins,

and acted with the utmost imprudence.   He had been privately

arrested just before the arrival of Flotte.    When this latter

was arrested, papers were found upon him which brought

everything to light.     The views of M. d'Orleans and of those